Colonial Dorchester State Historic Site by South Carolina State Park Service
Park Hours
9 a.m. – 6 p.m. daily during Daylight Saving Time
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily the remainder of the year
11 a.m. – noon daily
Office Hours
COLONIAL DORCHESTER STATE HISTORIC SITE
From 1697 until the beginning of the Revolutionary War, the trading town of Dorchester flourished along the Ashley River, inland 
from colonial Charleston. Today, Colonial Dorchester State Historic Site’s remarkably preserved archaeological remains give 
visitors a peek into the early history of colonial South Carolina.
Abandoned at the start of the Revolutionary War, the town of Dorchester has all but disappeared, leaving only a handful of 
original structures remaining. Visitors can stand below the towering remains of the brick bell tower of St. George’s Anglican 
Church, catch a glimpse of a log wharf during low tide or view the fort made of an oyster-shell concrete called tabby.
Today, visitors to Colonial Dorchester State Historic Site can watch as archaeologists unearth the settlement’s history. Together 
with abundant historical records from colonial Charleston, the site is helping to paint a clearer picture of life in colonial South 
Carolina and the rest of the American South.
ACCOMMODATIONS & FACILITIES:
Interpretive kiosk and trails
TOP THINGS TO SEE & DO:
Self-Guided Cemetery Tour at St. George’s Anglican Church • Park Walking Tour • Tabby Fort Ruins
Colonial Demonstrations • Archaeology Programs and Digs • Log Wharf on the Ashley River
FOR RESERVATIONS: 
1.866.345.PARK (7275)  
Admission
$2 adults; $1.25 SC seniors; 
free age 15 & younger 
Colonial Dorchester State Historic Site • 300 State Park Road • Summerville, SC 29485
SouthCarolinaParks.com 843.873.1740 colonialdorchester@scprt.com
Park Office 
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